WRIGHTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH REPORT 2025
1. 
PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman and Vice-Chairman

At the Meeting of the Council held on 20th  May 2024 Councillor Mrs J Burton was elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the year 2024/2025, and Councillor Ms K Juckes was elected Vice-Chairman.

2. PARISH COUNCILLORS and CLERK/RFO 
At May 2024,  Wrightington Parish Councillors were:-


APPLEY BRIDGE
Mrs K Juckes


68 Appley Lane North, Appley Bridge.

Mr C House


77 Runshaw Avenue, Appley Bridge, Wigan.
Mr H Carey


1, Appley Close, Appley  Bridge, Wigan

Ms J Nicholson

 Appley Bridge Wigan



MOSSY LEA

Mrs Judith Burton

2 Courage Low Lane, Wrightington.

Mr F Johnson


351 Mossy Lea Road, Wrightington.
Mr A Shaw


12 Town Lane Charnock  Richard Chorley

The Parish Council began the year with 7 members.  During the year there were 3 resignations, Councillor Shaw from the Mossy  Lea Ward and Councillors Nicholson and Carey from the Appley Bridge Ward.  Following the appropriate advertisement of the vacancies  the Parish Council welcomed Councillor Lee Burton and Councillor Anne Fletcher onto the Parish Council as newly co-opted Mossy Lea Ward Councillors and  Councillors Helen  Kelsall, Sue Roberts and Hugh Carey onto the Parish Council as the newly co-opted Appley Bridge Ward Councillors. The Council now has its full complement of 8 Councillors The Parish Council and Councillors continued to work throughout the year with Borough Councillor Mrs Juckes, Borough Councillor Bailey, Borough Councillor Whittington and County Councillor Fillis. 
In  June 2024, Mrs Carolyn  Cross resigned as Clerk  RFO after 33 years and was replaced by Mr.  John  Ashurst. I wish to record my thanks to Mrs Cross for her assistance and continued support throughout this transition year and I am sure the Council will reiterate their gratitude for her many years of devoted service.  
.  
3. FINANCE & PROCEDURE
All advisory, informative and procedural documentation used by the Parish Council were reviewed, amended and approved as required during the course of 2024 ready for acceptance or approval at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council later tonight.  The Parish Council replaced their own Standing Orders with the NALC Model Standing Orders for the direction of Parish Council business going forward.  
Following the  Budget Meeting in February 2024 Meeting, it was determined that the Parish Requirement for 2024/25 was £22,300.00 - £625.00 (Council Tax Support Grant) = £21,675.00 Parish Precept for 2024/25 .

 The Parish Council accounts for the year ending 31 March 2024 were approved at the May 2024 Parish Council Meeting and were audited by the internal auditor, followed by the external auditors PKF Littlejohn, with no matter arising requiring action.  The Council has taken all the action necessary throughout the course of the year to satisfy audit requirements prior to the submission of the end of year financial report to the external auditors. 
The Councils Financial Statement for the year ending 31 March 2025 will be approved at the May Parish Council Meeting to follow.  
A successful Capital Funding Bid application in February 2024 to West Lancs. Borough Council saw that electric hand driers installed in the toilets at both village halls.

2024/25 saw the Parish  Council appoint Easyweb Ltd as the Councils new .gov.uk  website provider. The new website is now live and fully operational at wrightington-pc.gov.uk and can be used to contact the Clerk on clerk@wrightington-pc.gov.uk.. All Council enquiries to the Clerk in the first instance please.
Over the course of the Parish Council year, it has again  become apparent that the needs, problems and issues in the 2 wards which join together to form the Parish of Wrightington, are very different.  It is evident that a disproportionate amount of time in Meetings is often given over to the discussion of Quarry related issues in Appley Bridge with discussions becoming quite heated and mitigating against the progress of other matters. However at the Parish  Council  meeting held on 17th February 2025 it was resolved that the Council would move forward together in the spirit of compromise and unity . 

In the past it has been suggested that the division of the existing Wrightington Parish Council into 2 Parish Councils could be beneficial.  An Appley Bridge Parish Council and a Wrightington Parish Council (comprising of the current Mossy Lea Ward).  The Borough Council has been asked to look into the implications of progressing with this, but there has been no response to date.  A Community Governance Review would be required, undertaken by the Borough Council, following receipt of a petition signed by a specific number, or percentage, of residents requesting this separation, being served upon them.  The process is time consuming and not without its complications, but with no response from the Borough Council to date and in the light of the above resolution, the matter can be shelved.
4. PLANNING

The Parish Council is notified of all planning applications within the Parish and is able to submit comments, observations and objections when necessary.  The Parish Council however, has no power of direction or decision making in these matters.

Numerous Planning Applications have been received by the Parish Council during the year  and have been dealt with in accordance  with the Council’s powers and it continues to do so.
The Borough Council do not have to notify neighbours when a planning application is submitted to them, therefore in cases where adjoining occupiers, or others affected by applications, become aware of proposed developments it is always advisable to submit observations and objections directly. 
Parish Councillors and members of the public can access all planning applications by logging onto the West Lancashire Borough Council website, inputting the planning application number or address of the property.  Maps, plans and associated documents can be viewed and comments, objections and observations submitted online.
5. PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITY

The Parish Council is the first tier in the democratic structure of Local Government.  The following are some of the areas in which Wrightington Parish Council have been involved during the past year:
POLICING
PCSO Neil Smith remains responsible for Policing Wrightington, Parbold, Hilldale, Bispham, Dalton, Newburgh, and sometimes beyond when the need requires.   Due to the extensive geographical area to be covered, Policing is difficult and Police visibility minimal.
VILLAGE HALLS
Fire detection and security at the village halls is monitored and checked annually.  Electrical safety certificates have been renewed, and gas safety certificates issued, at both village halls in 2024.

SMART gas meters have been installed at both village halls.
APPLEY BRIDGE – The high standards of grounds maintenance and planting at the village hall has continued again this year and has resulted in the hall being booked for children’s parties and family gatherings as well as the normal weekly activities which occur such as Motown Aerobics, Pilates, children’s and adult’s martial arts classes, WI, Brass Band rehearsals and Yoga and Wellbeing classes are now established.  Residents and participants in the Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial on Appley Lane North again returned to the Village Hall for refreshments afterwards.  Repair to the pot-holes in the car park has been referred to West Lancs for further investigation and jetting of the drains has been carried out by them

Repairs to the roof have recently been carried out and the gutters cleaned out 
A video entry system has recently been installed and appears to work well adding to the security of all users

The possibility of the installation of a new kitchen is being progressed 

The refurbishment /clearing of the cellar is being progressed

MOSSY LEA – Similar high standards of planting at the village hall has continued again this year. Coffee Mornings, supported by the Parish Council and providing an amenity in the Parish continue to take place once a month in the village hall.  The Church of God continue their weekly meetings in the hall on most Saturdays in the year.  There are now a number of sewing type classes delivered in the hall most months, with the Crafty Ladies meeting in the hall 2 Fridays each month and a regular Wednesday evening Yoga class is now well established.  
Council approval for the installation  of Patio Doors to the rear of Hall has been given
Both   the Ladies and Gents toilets have been refurbished

Both village halls were used for the Borough Council elections in 2024.  
Planting of the baskets on the railings has been undertaken at both village halls and a Christmas Tree was again erected outside Appley Bridge Village Hall in December.    

HIGHWAYS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Additional reports of pot-holes, blocked gullies, flooding, poor road sweeping and inadequate grass cutting, and over hanging trees have been reported throughout the year as they have arisen.  However, it is understood that West Lancs will be reducing the occasions of grass cutting in the current year due to budget cut backs
Speeding vehicles on Moss Lane, Courage Low Lane, Toogood Lane, Church Lane, Mossy Lea Road, Moss Lane and Appley Lane North and South, have again been reported throughout the year to the Lancashire Road Safety Partnership and the Police.  The Borough Councillors are also pursuing this matter as rural roads are often used as rat runs, through quiet villages with winding roads and farm machinery, where highway safety for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders is often compromised.

The Parish Council has been notified of improvements and enhancements at Fairy Glen as one of the shortlisted West Lancs. Borough Council CIL funded schemes.  The Parish Council supported this provided the proposals would not detract from the natural environment and natural woodland which has evolved over time at Fairy Glen. This matter is on the Agenda for later Parish  Council  Meetings
Instructions have been sent out regarding the cleaning of the bus shelters as in previous years.  

The Parish Council continue to support and monitor the 6 public defibrillators in the Parish, all of which are functional and on The Circuit, which is the database where all publicly accessible defibrillators are recorded, kept by North West Ambulance.  The 6 locations are as follows:  Mossy Lea Village Hall, Mossy Lea Road.  The Pensioners Hall, Chisnall Avenue, Mossy Lea.  Sharrocks, Mossy Lea Road.  Appley Bridge Village Hall, Appley Lane North.  Maria Costello, Hall Lane, Appley Bridge and The Boathouse, Mill Lane, Appley Bridge.

Ongoing issues with both East and West Quarry detailed in last years’ Annual  Report continue.  
Detailed discussions at Parish Council Meetings in relation to work, development, water extraction, possible breaches of planning, permitted development, enforcement action and stop notices, have taken place but no official report as regards the outcome has been received from West Lancs Planning. 

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the Council has dealt with a considerable volume and variety of business during the past year including complaints from members of the public about various matters. 
Any resident who requires help or advice on any problem affecting the area is welcome to bring it to the attention of the Parish Council either through a Parish Councillor, the Clerk to the Council or at Open Forum which is held at the beginning of each Parish Council Meeting.

As this is my first Annual Report for Wrightington Parish Council, I would like to thank the Parish Council as a body, my Parish Councillors as individuals, and the residents of Mossy Lea and Appley Bridge for the help and support I have received , particularly from   Mrs.  C.  Cross , the Outgoing Clerk..  Please accept the brevity of this, my first report, as I immerse myself   in the complexities of our Community
Report from Mr J Ashurst
The Clerk to the Council 

19th May 2025
Wrightington Parish Council
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